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Moderator and Tree Planting 

CLACKMANNAN PARISH CHURCH MISSION STATEMENT 

adopted by Kirk Session 17th November 2001 

“God has called His people in Clackmannan Parish Church, under His 

guidance, to be a congregation committed to sharing Jesus’ Word and 

Love with the community.” 

Moderator encourages congregations to get involved with 
Queen's Jubilee tree planting project. 

Rt Rev Dr Martin Fair, Moderator of the General Assem-
bly of the Church of Scotland, is joining with other faith 
leaders in the UK to encourage people to take part in a 
tree planting project marking the Queen's Platinum Jubilee.  

The Queen's Green Canopy campaign will form part of the celebrations 
honouring 70 years since Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II's accession to the 
throne. 

In a special video message, Dr Fair joined the Archbishop of Canterbury 
and leaders from the Buddhist Society, the Interfaith Council for Wales, Al-
Khoei Foundation, Nishkam Centre, the United Hebrew Congregations of 
Great Britain and the Commonwealth, the Hindu Council UK, the Moravian 
Church of Northern Ireland, and the Mosques and Imams National Adviso-
ry Board, encouraged people to 'plant a Tree for the Jubilee' in 2022. 

Dr Fair said:  "This is a wonderful idea! It will allow us to celebrate the 
Queen's Platinum Jubilee whilst making a powerful statement about our 
concern for the future of our planet. 

"Planting trees is always an act of faith and an investment in the lives of 
those who will come after us.  "Let's go for this enthusiastically." 

You can watch the video on YouTube. 

The Woodland Trust will be giving away three million saplings free of 
charge to community groups on a first come first served basis and you can 
find out more via The Queen's Green Canopy website. 
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    Telephone Numbers and Email Addresses 

Position Name Tel No Email address 

Interim     

Moderator 
Rev Jim McNeil 01259760262 JMcNeil@churchofscotland.org.uk 

Minister Rev Rae Clark 01259211255 RClark@churchofscotland.org.uk 

Session Clerk  Jim Millar 01259217361 
sessionclerk 

@clackmannankirk.org.uk 

Depute  

Session Clerk 

Clerk—Board 

(pro-tem) 

Anne Dawson 01259219350   

Treasurer Joyce Morrison 07557537611 treasurer@clackmannankirk.org.uk 

Organist Meg Carroll 07900443425 organist@clackmannankirk.org.uk 

Church Officer Willie Hunter 07775686664  

Church Office closed 01259214238 office@clackmannankirk.org.uk 

PASTORAL CARE 

Remember to contact Helen White (Co-ordinator) by phone 
(07900837546) or email 

white-helen3@sky.com  if you know someone who needs a card whether 
they are at home or in hospital. 

Email articles to windoweditor@clackmannankirk.org.uk.  Magazines 
will be available on the church website from 27th June 2021.   

DEADLINE DATE for JULY/AUGUST Window - 13th JUNE 

RESERVING A SEAT IN CHURCH 
 

The only way to book your seat is to phone 
01259 217361 between 7 pm and 9 pm on 

Monday to Thursday evenings  
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Dear Friends, 

As I write this article it is nearly impossible to know at what level we will 
be at when you read this article and what that will look like. Things are 
changing rapidly. 

We may be able to use the balcony soon which will give us the ability to 
accept more people into the church (though a whole new set of risk as-
sessments will have to be done). 

Before we even get the balcony in use there is the possibility that distanc-
ing will be a wee bit less.  Who knows—it might not be that long before we 
are allowed to sing again. 

Not that being allowed to do all these things will make us feel free to do 
them.  I have been visiting an old folks’ community recently and couldn’t 
find one member of that community that had been on a bus within the last 
year.  The shops are now open, they are free to go on a bus, but they are 
all scared in case someone just sits beside them.  The fear of that happen-
ing had stopped them doing something that they used to do without think-
ing. 

Covid has made us think a lot about what we used to take for granted. 
Who would have thought in March of 2020 that we would have had our 
churches closed for most of the year, and when they were open no one 
was allowed to sit next to us, no one would be allowed to sing, we would 
all have to wear face masks? 

Who would have thought we would not be allowed to be visited by family 
and friends for long chunks of the year, that we wouldn’t be allowed to 
have many of our friends into the house or that we couldn't just walk into 
the bowling club or the pubs or many of our favourite shops? 

We realised that we had taken a lot for granted. 

By now a lot of the restrictions have been removed and we can get back to 
what we used to do.  But will we?  It would be terrible that now we had 
some freedom that we wasted it by not doing anything. 

So what will you do with your freedom? 

This is a theological question that runs right through the Bible .... 
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From the moment in the desert when Moses asks the people to go into 
the Promised Land and they turn round and go back into the desert be-
cause they are too afraid, to the rich ruler that wants to know how to 
become a disciple and when Jesus tells him he walks away. 

Often what we do with our freedom depends on what is in our heart: 
fear or trust, love or hate. 

The other truth is that now that we have had one pandemic, maybe we 
will have another, so let’s not waste our freedoms by doing nothing.  If 
there is something that we would desperately miss if lockdown hap-
pened again, then now is the time to do that thing, and make sure we 
don’t regret missing the opportunities to make our life special. 

But then again, that has always been what God has put before us.  We 
have the gift of life, let’s not waste it and then regret what we wish we 
had done. 

I pray that whatever you do, you find great joy in doing it. 

Your friend in Christ  

Jim McNeil  

Interim Moderator 

EPHESIANS 1: 15-23 (NIVUK) 

15 For this reason, ever since I heard about your faith in the Lord Jesus and 
your love for all God’s people, 16 I have not stopped giving thanks for you, 
remembering you in my prayers. 17 I keep asking that the God of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and rev-
elation, so that you may know him better. 18 I pray that the eyes of your 
heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he 
has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in his holy peo-
ple, 19 and his incomparably great power for us who believe. That power is 
the same as the mighty strength 20 he exerted when he raised Christ from 
the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms, 21 far 
above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every name that is 
invoked, not only in the present age but also in the one to come. 22 And 
God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over 
everything for the church, 23 which is his body, the fullness of him who fills 
everything in every way. 
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Nepal prayer request  
 

Our mission partner Joel has written from Nepal to ask for our prayers. 
Nepal is now back in lockdown which is being strictly enforced in Kathman-
du, the main centre of infection.  New cases have risen to over 8,000 per 
day, and Joel asks that we pray for the hospitals as they deal with the 
steep rise in Covid-19 infections.  There are only about 1,600 intensive 
care beds and fewer than 600 ventilators in the country.  There are 0.7 
doctors per 100,000 people - a lower rate than India. 

We are also asked to pray for increased supply and a more rapid rollout of 
the vaccine, and for a rapid and full recovery for staff and their families 
who have been ill with Covid-19.  It is hoped that it might be possible for 
all staff to receive vaccinations enabling them to work with a greater level 
of safety. 

Pray for the United Mission to Nepal staff as they work with local govern-
ments in their districts to respond to the pandemic.  
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The total for the 2018 – 2021 GuildProjects are - 
 

 Crossreach Join the Dots   £100,996,67 
 Malawi Fruits      £85,550,82   

(this will be doubled with UN funding) 
 Boys’ Brigade     £93,014,56 
 World Mission Council   £82,238,06 
 Free to Live Trust    £96,461,92 
 Sailors’ Society    £81,000,00 

 
Projects for the next 3 years are in the process of being named and I will 

advise these in due course. 
Helen White 

FINANCIAL AFFAIRS FOR APRIL  2021 

 Apr   Apr 

INCOME includes £  EXPENDITURE includes £ 

Offerings 3,792.00  Ministry 4,534.60 

Investment Income 167.05  Salaries 670.00 

   Piano Tuning 58.00 

   Heat and Light 209.41 

   Telephone  129.40 

   Council Tax 213.15 

   Insurance 463.96 

   Fabric 600.00 

   Office 66.00 

Total Income 3,959.05  Total Expenditure 6,944.52 

Deficit -2,985.47    
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May May (continued) 

1  19 The Reid Family 

2  20 Robert and Lysbeth Fleming 

3  21 Garry McPhee 

4  22 Mrs Lorraine Lindsay 

5  23 Jessica Chalmers 

6 The Hill Family 24  

7  25 Mrs Margo Prentice 

8 Mrs Janette Wilkie 26 Jessica Chalmers 

9 Miss Catherine Gray 27 Sam and Margaret Harris 

10  28 The Reid Family 

11 Mrs Christina Innes 29 Mrs Margaret Robertson 

12  30   

13 Mrs Margo Prentice 31  

14  
June dates still available: 

 

1st, 5th, 6th, 7th, 9th, 10th, 11th, 15th, 

16th, 17th, 18th, 19th, 21st, 23rd, 24th, 

27th, 28th and 30th. 

15 Mrs Margo Smith 

16 Mrs Margo Smith 

17  

18 Robert and Lysbeth Fleming 

Contributors are listed below and their names and dedications will be on     

display at the Church entrance.  If you wish to sponsor any future dates 

please contact Maureen Brember (01259 220690).  The cost to light up 

the Church for one night is £5.  

FLOODLIGHTING OUR CHURCH 

NEW FLOODLIGHTING CO-ORDINATOR  
 

Maureen Brember has kindly offered to take over as Floodlighting Co-
ordinator from Rosemary Ramage.  We must say a big “thank you” to 
Rosemary for all her hard work since 1998 and express our thanks to 
Maureen for stepping up to the plate. 
 

It would be helpful if you could check if you have any outstanding pay-
ments to make to the Floodlighting Account so that the accounts can be 
up-to-date as Maureen takes over. 
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When Jesus comes on board 

In a recent personal Bible Study I read of Jesus inviting Peter to push out 
to deep waters and cast the nets, with expectancy of a rich catch. 

Peter is full of negativity and excuses.  Master, we have worked all night 
and caught nothing.  We are tired, jaded, depressed.  Reluctantly he re-
lents.   Well if you say so Jesus.  The resulting catch is the most staggering 
of Peter’s fishing days—a feat that would be multiplied over and over 
again in his ministry for the Lord. 

I sincerely believe that here at Clackmannan Kirk we are sitting where    
Peter sat in the early part of the narrative.  Our outlook is bleak.  Our nets, 
(and if truth be told, our imagination for Christian mission) is at a low ebb.                            
Like Peter, our excuses abound. 

Aged congregation, scarcity of new communicants, severely lacking in chil-
dren and youth, work left to the same willing people.  We have a church 
costing a fortune to maintain, used only for one hour/week and draining 
the stamina of faithful servants, while attracting no new visitors or enquir-
ies from the community.  We have no plans for more constructive use or 
for mission.  

During a seriously depressing year, corporately, we have been lacking in 
new initiatives, vision, and bold adventures.  Churches all around the 
country have been imaginative and daring in new forms of witness.  Such 
churches are communicating with triple sized audiences. 

Have we reached a point here in Clackmannan where we have simply 
stopped expecting “nets that are overflowing”.  Are we in such a rut that 
we no longer dream dreams and work towards them.  Do we fervently 
pray that the Lord of the harvest would broaden our horizons? 

In many quarters, the plea for post pandemic is to get back to “normal”. 
For the church, going back to the same old “normal” is not an option.  
Remember the only difference between a rut and a grave is the depth of 
the hole.  The Lord is fully aware of individual acts of witness throughout 
our congregation, and we are grateful for them.  The Master will not con-
demn his church for apparent failures.  He will rebuke us for being apa-
thetic and doing nothing. 

The Lord wants his church to be continually listening, and obedient to his 
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challenge to push the boat into deeper waters and reap a mighty bless-
ing.  Like Peter, we must invite Jesus aboard and be astonished when 
miracles happen.  Pray fervently for what new adventures in the faith lie 
before us here at Clackmannan and then be responsive to pulling on the 
oars, and expecting rich blessings. 

Yours, prayerfully and expectantly  

Bill Izett 

The Heart of the Tree by Century 

What does he plant who plants a tree? 
 He plants the friend of sun and sky; 
 He plants the flag of breezes free, 
 The shaft of beauty, towering high; 
 He plants a home to heaven anigh; 
 For song and mother croon of bird 
 In hushed and happy twilight heard— 
 The treble of heaven's harmony— 
  These things he plants who plants a tree. 

What does he plant who plants a tree? 
 He plants cool shade and tender rain. 
 And seed and bud of days to be, 
 And years that fade and flush again; 
 He plants the glory of the plain; 
 He plants the forest's heritage— 
 The harvest of a coming age; 
 The joys that unborn eyes shall see— 
  These things he plants who plants a tree. 

What does he plant who plants a tree? 
 He plants in sap and leaf and wood, 
 In love of home and loyalty 
 And far cast thought of civic good— 
 His blessing on the neighbourhood 
 Who in the hollow of his hand 
 Holds all the growth of all our land— 
 A nation's growth from sea to sea 
  Stir in his heart who plants a tree. 
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This (Child of God) is  mine says the Lord 

Can you recall your first day at Primary School? 

Spanking new blazer …… 12 am bell ….. someone is in the process of taking 
your jacket.  You confront him.  “That’s my blazer.  Look inside the collar.  
My Mum has sewn my name there.  The jacket belongs to me!!!!” 

Your Dad told you of  ‘tool pilfering’ in the shipyards where he worked.  
So, he stamped them all with his initials and a secret code.  Anyone 
“accidently borrowing” one, is told:  “Excuse me Jimmy, but that is mine.  
There’s my stamp on it.” 

Do you recall the great excitement? 

Sauchiehall Street ….  the jewellers … Pick a ring, Darling!!                           

Do you remember the skilled craftsman etching a date and two sets of ini-
tials.  That valuable ring, and that precious friend is mine.   

My filing system has about a dozen passwords for every conceivable inter-
est.  The reason:  My stamp is on them all.  They are all special to me. 

If, as an act of faith, we have taken Jesus as our Saviour and Lord, then 
God stakes his claim on us. 

2 Corinthians 1 v 22 God has placed his mark of ownership on us. 
Through the Holy Spirit God stamps us and tells Satan forcefully       

“Hands off.  These (redeemed ones) are mine.” 

If the lingering days of an epidemic are still testing our resolve and our pa-
tience, and loneliness has become a prison, then remember, 

You are His (Jesus’). 

Bill Izett 

Why do trees hate riddles? 
Because it’s too easy to 
get stumped! 
Why did the tree get stumped? 
It couldn’t get to the root of the 
problem! 
What’s a tree’s favourite drink? 
Root beer! 

What did the tree do when the bank 
closed? 
It opened its own branch! 
Why do Christmas trees have trouble 
sewing? 
They can’t stop dropping 
their needles! 
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COVID TOP TEN? 
 
We haven’t been able to sing for ages, but perhaps the following would be 
a good COVID Top 10.  Some of the titles might remind you of particular 
MPs and their actions! 
 
1 Don’t stand so close to me 
2 From a distance 
3 We’ll meet again 
4 I’m reviewing the situation 
5 I did it my way 
6 When will I see you again 
7 Another day in Paradise 
8 Busy doin’ nothin’ 
9 One day at a time 
10 Things can only get better 
 
Meg Carroll 
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Scottish Charity Number SC002324 
Web:  www.clackmannankirk.org.uk 

If you would like a printed copy of this magazine, please email               
info@marysmeals.org    

at www.marysmeals.org.uk/magazine 


