
 

 

Clackmannan Parish 

Church of Scotland 
Minister:  Rev Rae Clark MA BD The WindowThe Window  

March 2021 Theme:  Lent—Looking to Easter 

CLACKMANNAN PARISH CHURCH  

MISSION STATEMENT 
adopted by Kirk Session 17th November 2001 

“God has called His people in Clackmannan Parish Church, under His guidance, to be 

a congregation committed to sharing Jesus’ Word and Love with the community.” 
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    Telephone Numbers and Email Addresses 

Position Name Tel No Email address 

Minister Rev Rae Clark  RClark@chuchofscotland.org.uk 

Session Clerk  Jim Millar 01259217361 
sessionclerk 

@clackmannankirk.org.uk 

Depute  

Session Clerk 

Clerk—Board 

(pro-tem) 

Anne Dawson 01259219350   

Treasurer Joyce Morrison 07557537611 treasurer@clackmannankirk.org.uk 

Organist Meg Carroll 07900443425 organist@clackmannankirk.org.uk 

Church Officer Willie Hunter 07775686664  

Church Office  01259214238 office@clackmannankirk.org.uk 

PASTORAL CARE 

Remember to contact Helen White (Co-ordinator) by phone 
(07900837546) or email:  white-helen3@sky.com  

if you know someone who would welcome receiving a 
card from the church, either at home or in hospital. 

DEADLINE DATE FOR APRIL ISSUE - 14TH MARCH 2021 
 

Email articles to windoweditor@clackmannankirk.org.uk  
Magazines will be available online by 28th March. 

Visit https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk  
 

before buying online and a percentage of your purchase price will be do-
nated to Clackmannan Parish Church—at no extra cost to you. 

The will of God will never take you to where the grace of God will  
not protect you. 
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There once was a man who walked with God, 
a righteous man, who feared the Lord. 
Old Noah heard what God did say: 
this wicked world is done. (Huh) 

                Soon may the Covenant come, 
                from thunder clouds to shining sun, 
                then will the holy one 
                reveal the Arc of God. 

With Shem and Ham and Japheth too 
Old Noah set to build his crew. 
The cypress trees came a-tumblin’ down, 
the keel was laid for good. (Huh) 

The ship did rise above the trees, 
far distant from the nearest seas. 
The people came to take a look 
and smirked at Noah’s boat. (Huh) 

The roof was fixed, the pitch did seal, 
the door was opened wide with zeal. 
The animals came in two by two 
to find a place on board. (Huh) 

That awful day when the rains did fall, 
the earth did weep and people bawl, 
as judgement day arrived for all, 
Old Noah’s ark did bob. (Huh) 

For forty days and forty nights, 
the rain came down, there was no sight, 
and huddled deep in timbered frame, 
creation’s remnant lodged. (Huh) 

The rains did cease, the waters fell, 
and a dove returned to break the spell, 
becalmed upon the sea they dwelt, 
until they ran aground. (Huh) 

‘This ground I will not curse again, 
be fruitful now, let life be gain,’ 
so said the Lord to Noah’s ain, 
with rainbow sign and seal. (Huh) 

Words: Peter Johnston 
©2021 

Church of Scotland members 
and ministers sing up a storm 

with Noah sea shanty 

 

A group of Church of Scotland 
ministers, elders and members 
have taken inspiration from 
the recent maritime musical 
trend sweeping the nation and 
swapped sermons for sea shan-
ties - with their own nautical 
number telling the story of 
Noah.  (Lyrics opposite.  
Tune—traditional—Wellerman)  
To watch the video go to 
the Ferryhill Parish Church 

website. 

www.ferryhillparishchurch.org  
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Income £  

Offerings  48,467  

Gift Aid    12,494  

Donations/Coin-a-Day    1,405  

Other income  691  

Coronavirus grant 10,000  

  £73,057 

Expenditure   

Ministry 50,791  

Presbytery Dues 874  

Travel   709  

Salaries  8,040  

Fabric 5,981  

Council Tax  2,671  

Heat & Light  3,684  

Insurance  4,845  

Telephone 1,494  

Office 1,752  

Organ and Music 512  

Gifts and Presentations 500  

Other expenses   495  

  £82,348 

Deficit  £9,291 

ACCOUNTS FOR 2020 

The accounts for 2020 have now been prepared and are with our independent 
examiner.   This is a summary of the general account figures: 
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FINANCIAL AFFAIRS FOR JANUARY 2021 

 Jan   Jan 

INCOME includes £  EXPENDITURE includes £ 

Offerings 2,972.00  Salaries 670.00 

Investment In-
come 

0.09  Heat and Light 135.18 

Donations 630.00  Telephone  133.76 

   Council Tax 198.00 

   Insurance 463.96 

   Presbytery Dues 779.00 

Total Income 2,972.09  Total Expenditure 2,379.90 

Surplus 592.19    

While this shows a Surplus of £592.19 remember that we do not make a 
ministry payment in January.  The new amount of £4,534.60 begins in Feb-
ruary. 
 

We have also received a Legacy of £6,000  from the late Mrs Marion Dow’s 
estate which is specifically for the Fabric Account. 

TREASURER’S REPORT 
 

Offerings decreased by £11,840 on the previous year.  This is obviously 
due to the fact that we were not holding services.  Many people did find a 
way to maintain their offerings, either by switching to standing order, do-
ing bank transfers or handing FWO envelopes to office bearers.  We are 
very grateful for this and would encourage others to do the same.  As well 
as a drop in offerings we lost income from other events – fundraising, no-
tably the Festival of Christmas, coffee mornings, hall lets, coin-a-day etc.  

Expenditure increased by £9,888 on 2019.  Ministry costs were higher as 
we previously had the vacancy allowance which ended in February and 
fabric expenditure was more due to the work done on the church and the 
manse at the start of the year.  
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Parish Church Supplement 
 

DECEMBER 1922 

 

MY DEAR PEOPLE 

The work of the Church progresses steadily, sixty additional members were 

added to our Role in the past year -- against this is to be recorded many cer-

tificates given to those leaving the Parish, and many deaths. 

So far as the Congregation is concerned, each of these years has shown 

steady progress, an increase in membership, an increase in religious activ-

ity, and an increase in financial result. 

In addition to the loyalty and devotion of the faithful members, there are 

two very encouraging facts revealed in the past year -- the attendance of 

young people at our morning service, and the increasing numbers who are 

in the Bible Class. 

Both are heartening facts, and promise well for the future prosperity of our 

dear old Church. -- Your affectionate Minister,  

R.A. Agnew 

Clackmannan 

BLASTS FROM THE PAST 

It's not quite been a century that has passed but here are three inter-
esting snippets from the Parish Church Supplement of December 1922.  
It conjures up a much different lifestyle to the one we have today.  One 
of the interesting reports relates to the growing prosperity of the 
church which is in direct contrast to the current situation that all 
churches are faced with today.  Another is the report of the first Sun-
day School outing since WW1 broke out in 1914, a gap of eight years.  
And finally, how the Bible Class spent their summer of 1922. 

Duncan Brember 



 

 

The task ahead of us is never as great as the power behind us.  

HELLO 
 

Someone recently sent me a note of what the word HELLO 
means.  I share it with you now: 
 H  =  How are you? 

 E  =  Everything all right? 

 L  =  Like to hear from you. 

 L  =  Love to see you soon. 

 O =  Obviously, I miss you. .....  So HELLO! 

It has made me smile every time I say ‘hello’ since then.   
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CHURCH LIFE 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL TRIP. -- It's an old story now to some of us 

grown up, but the boys and girls will remember that summer day when the 

train steamed out through the rain to Alva. But the rain stopped, and the 

hills put off their grey cloak, and a crowd of merry lads and lassies made 

merry in the park under the glen. It was the first Sunday School train trip 

since 1914 and much enjoyed. 

Superintendent and teachers worked like Trojans both before the trip and 

during it to ensure that the little people should have a good time. That 

mighty cheer at the Cross was their way of saying, "Thank you, Mr Cook 

and teachers." It was well deserved. 

TENNIS CLUB. -- The young people of the Bible Class got more value 

out of the shy sun of 1922 than anyone in Clackmannan. For when it was 

cloudy they were on the tennis-court, playing and waiting for the sun to 

shine. The healthy looks of our playing members was evidence that they got 

all the sun there was. 

It was fine to see how enthusiastically they took up the idea of promoting a 

putting competition to help the annual Sale of Work. That five-guinea result 

was greatly appreciated. 
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FLOODLIGHTING OUR CHURCH 
Contributors are listed below and their names and dedications will be on     

display at the Church entrance.  If you wish to sponsor any future dates 

please contact Rosemary Ramage (01259 720805).  The cost to light up 

the Church for one night is £5.  

February February (continued) 

1  19 Jan McTaggart 

2 Sam and Margaret Harris 20 Mrs Helen McCallum 

3  21  

4 Mrs Chris Fyfe 22 Sam and Margaret Harris 

5 Mrs Grace Hamilton 23  

6 Mrs Freda Lambie 24  

7  25 Robert and Lysbeth Fleming 

8 Sam and Margaret Harris 26 Sam and Margaret Harris 

9  27  

10 Brian and Denise Hamilton 28 The Russell Family  

11  29  

12 Mr and Mrs R Paton (Turriff)   

13    

14  

March dates still available: 

 

1st, 8th, 11th, 12th, 13th, 15th, 16th, 

24th, 27th, and 31st. 

15  

16  

17  

18 Mrs Marjory F Gray (Essex) 

As part of the Millennium Celebrations Clackmannan Parish Church 
applied for a grant to “Light Up” the church.  We were the first Scot-
tish church to apply for this grant and thanks to the late Rev Douglas 
Aitken and Robert Fleming, who co-ordinated it very successfully, 
the church floodlighting was officially switched on on 29th October 
1998. 

Rosemary Ramage has been maintaining the Floodlighting Diary 
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since that time but now wishes to relinquish the post of Floodlight-
ing Co-ordinator. 

We are therefore looking for someone else to take on this role.  
Rosemary will do everything she can to help with the transition.  

 If you think you can help please get in touch with our Session Clerk, 
Jim Millar, 01259 217361 or email  

sessionclerk@clackmannankirk.org.uk 

In the meantime we must say a very big “thank you” to Rosemary for 
all the work she has done over the past 20 plus years in keeping the 
Diary filled and keeping in contact with the people who donate to 
this worthwhile cause.  We must also thank all the people who have 
donated to this cause over the years, sometimes in memory of a 
loved one or as a celebrations of a particular event.  All monies col-
lected go towards maintaining the floodlighting and paying for the 
electricity used.  

FLOWER CONVENER 

We have also received notification that Elspeth Cuthbertson, our 
Flower Convener who, as well as organising the Flower Rota,  has 
also done sterling work over the years in arranging wonderful floral 
displays in the church, has also indicated she wishes to relinquish her 
post.   

So we are also looking for someone to organise the rota for those 
who do a wonderful job of arranging the flowers in our church each 
week (when we are open).  Once again, if you think you can help 
please contact Jim Millar on 01259 217361 or email him at  

sessionclerk@clackmannankirk.org.uk 

 and he will pass on your details to the appropriate person. 

Please give prayerful consideration to whether you can help with 
either of these posts. 
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Church of Scotland responds to Myanmar situation 

The Moderator of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland, Rt Rev 
Dr Martin Fair, has written to the Foreign Secretary urging the government 
to do all that it can to ensure the restoration of democracy in Myanmar fol-
lowing the recent military coup. 

The Church of Scotland has urged the UK Government to use diplomacy 
to try and ensure that democracy is restored in Myanmar. 

Rt Rev Dr Martin Fair, Moderator of the General Assembly, said people 
were “shocked” by the military coup that overthrew the elected govern-
ment and placed leaders including State Counsellor, Aung San Suu Kyi, un-
der house arrest. 

The Church of Scotland and the Presbyterian Church of Ireland (PCI), have 
both worked in partnership with the Presbyterian Church in Myanmar 
(PCM) for many years. 

Dr Fair and Rt Rev Dr David Bruce, Moderator of PCI, have written to For-
eign Secretary Dominic Raab MP and urged him to intervene to ensure 
that the result of the November election in the south-east Asia country is 
“fully respected”. 

Ms Suu Kyi's National League for Democracy (NLD) party won by a land-
slide but the military is back in charge of the country and has declared a 
year-long state of emergency 

Formerly known as Burma, Myanmar gained independence from Britain in 
1948. 

Church leaders say the historical and cultural bonds between the two 
countries are strong therefore the UK Government should take a leading 
role in building an international diplomatic response. 

The letter to the Foreign Secretary states: “Our shock at the news of the 
military coup on the first of February was all the sharper because of our 
concern for our friends in PCM and the implications of the takeover by 
General Min Aung Hlaing. 

“Myanmar suffered 49 years of brutal military rule that ended as recently 
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as 2011. 

“In the past decade people have enjoyed in-
creasing freedoms, some political progress and 
increased, if imperfect, economic growth. 

“The fate of the Rohingya people shows that 
not all in Myanmar are treated equally.” 

Tens of thousands of people have taken to the 
streets against the coup over the last five days, 
despite a recent ban on large gatherings and a 
night curfew. 

Police have tried to disperse protesters using 
water cannons, rubber bullets and there are 
media reports today that a woman was alleg-
edly shot in the head with a live round in the 
country’s capital, Nay Pyi Taw. 

The letter goes on: “We fully endorse a state-
ment released by PCM in condemning oppres-
sion and calling for the release from house arrest of the State Counsellor, 
President and other elected leaders without exception. 

We join with PCM in urging the authorities not to cause any harm to any-
one in the Civil Disobedience Movement who are pursuing non-violent 
means of protest. 

“We pray, as our PCM brothers and sisters in Christ say in their statement, 
‘that love, peace, tranquillity, human rights and dignity may rule their gov-
ernment; that there would be no oppression and that federal democracy 
would be implemented successfully.’” 

Presbyterian Church in 
Myanmar  

1 Peter 5:6,7  Humble yourselves, therefore, under 

God’s mighty hand, that he may lift you up in due time.  

Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you. 



 

 

Page 12 The Window 

A guide to Christian festivals and dates—(as listed on Church 
of Scotland website) 
 
The Christian calendar is divided up by festivals and seasons. 

Some, like Christmas Day, happen on the same date every year, while oth-
ers move around within a range of dates. The main festival that moves is 
Easter, and since many other festivals have their dates fixed in relation to 
Easter, they move with it. 

Epiphany (6 January 2021) 

The Epiphany, or revelation, of the baby Jesus as the Son of God come into 
the world, is traditionally celebrated on the 6 January. 

Lent (17 February - 3 April 2021) 

Lent is the 40-day period before Easter, beginning with Ash Wednesday. 
During Lent Christians may fast, or give up some of their usual routine, to 
give time to personal examination and to reflect on their relationship with 
God. 

Holy Week (28 March - 3 April 2021) 

Holy Week is the last week of Lent. It is the week preceding Easter and the 
period in the Christian year when Christians remember the last week in 
Jesus' life. 

Easter 

Easter is the season in which Christians remember the death and resurrec-
tion of Jesus.  It is the most important festival in the Christian year. 

Good Friday - 2 April 
Holy Saturday - 3 April 
Easter Sunday or Easter Day - 4 April 
Easter Monday - 5 April 

Ascension Day (13 May 2021) 

Ascension Day commemorates the ascension of Jesus into heaven 40 days 
after his resurrection from the dead.  It can be understood traditionally as 
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his taking up into heaven at the conclusion of his earthly ministry. 

Season of Pentecost (23 May 2021) 

Pentecost is the festival when Christians celebrate the gift of the Holy 
Spirit.  It is celebrated on the Sunday fifty days after Easter.  Pentecost is 
also known as Whitsun. 

Trinity Sunday (30 May 2021) 

Trinity Sunday is a day when Christians think of the nature of God rather 
than, as with other festivals, commemorating historical events of special 
significance. 

Advent (28 November - 24 December 2021) 

Advent is the four-week period before Christmas.  There are four Sundays 
in Advent.  The word "Advent" means "coming" or "arrival" and in this 
case points towards the birth of Jesus celebrated at Christmas.  One spe-
cial service involving children is called Christingle and can be held during 
Advent, Christmas, or Epiphany. 

Christmas (25 December 2021 - 5 January 2022) 

The season of Christmas begins on the 25 December and traditionally lasts 
twelve days, ending on 5 January.  Christmas is the time when Christians 
celebrate the birth of Jesus. 

A Prayer for Lenten Grace 
 

Loving God, 
During the sacred season of Lent, bring me closer to you. 
Prepare a place in my home and heart for silence and solitude, 
so that I may re-discover the grace of a prayer-full life. 
Help me to fast from those things that threaten the well-being of body 
and soul and remind me of the grace of simplicity. 
Enlarge my heart so that I give to those in need and, in so doing, re-
discover the grace of gratitude and generosity. 
May this season be a grace-filled time to rekindle my love for and faith in 
you. 
Amen. 
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Choose-day Activities   
Online available via Zoom  

 

Date Time Activity 

Tuesday, 26
th
 January 

10-11 am Yoga 

2-3 pm Knit & Natter 

Tuesday, 2
nd

 February 

10-11 am Yoga 

2-3 pm Memory Lane 

Tuesday, 9
th
 February 

10-11 am Yoga 

2-3 pm Quiz 

Tuesday, 16
th
 February 

10-11 am Yoga 

2-3 pm Book Club 

Tuesday, 23
rd

 February 

10-11 am Yoga 

2-3 pm Knit & Natter 

Tuesday, 2
nd

 March 

10-11 am Yoga 

2-3 pm Memory Lane 

Tuesday, 9
th
 March 

10-11 am Yoga 

2-3 pm Quiz 

Tuesday, 16
th
 March 

10-11 am Yoga 

2-3 pm Book Club 

Tuesday, 23
rd

 March 

10-11 am Yoga 

2-3 pm Knit & Natter 

Tuesday, 30
th
 March 

10-11 am Yoga 

2-3 pm Memory Lane 

Tuesday, 6
th
 April 

10-11 am Yoga 

2-3 pm Quiz 

Tuesday, 13
th
 April 

10-11 am Yoga 

2-3 pm Book Club 

COMMUNITY EVENTS 
There are some activities going on by Zoom on Tuesdays: 
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Zoom links will be available via Clackmannan Development Trust  
Facebook page on the day before the activity  or can be sent to you via 
email:  

lshaw_cdt@outlook.com 
 

All activities are FREE but if you would like to make a donation to the Trust 
you can do so via mobile banking.  Email Lesley Shaw for bank details. 
 
Knit & Natter:  Help knit squares for our community art project (or feel 
free to work on your own project) while having a natter and sharing tips.  
If you need wool please contact Lesley by email:  lshaw_cdt@outlook.com 
 

Book Club:  Re-discover the joy of reading by taking part in this new group. 
Share your favourite characters, adventures, viewpoints with others while 
having a cuppa. 
 

Memory Lane:  Join the group to reminisce about the ‘good old days’ 
whether it be holidays, jobs, hometown, work, world events etc over a 
cuppa.  
 

Quiz: Test your General Knowledge with our monthly quiz with various 
categories for all to take part in.  Winner will receive a bottle of wine and a  
box of chocolates.   
 

Yoga:  Join our trained instructor for weekly sessions suitable for begin-
ners for gentle yoga, breathing and meditation exercises.  Wear comfort-
able clothing and have a blanket and water to hand. 

BORED SITTING AT HOME? 
 

Then why not change the message on your answering machine?  How-
ever ... you will need to sing this one, which will be good practice for the 
vocal cords.  Here goes ... You will know the tune ... 
 

Should auld acquaintance be forgot  
And never brought to mind? 

 

Not if you leave your name and phone 
And I’ll call you back some time! 
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GOOD TIMBER 

 

The tree that never had to fight 
     For sun and sky and air and light, 
But stood out in the open plain 
     And always got its share of rain, 
Never became a forest king 
     But lived and died a scrubby thing. 
 
The man who never had to toil 
     To gain and farm his patch of soil, 
Who never had to win his share 
     Of sun and sky and light and air, 
Never became a manly man 
     But lived and died as he began. 
 
Good timber does not grow with ease, 
     The stronger wind, the stronger trees, 
The further sky, the greater length, 
     The more the storm, the more the strength. 
By sun and cold, by rain and snow, 
     In trees and men good timbers grow. 
 
Where thickest lies the forest growth 
     We find the patriarchs of both. 
And they hold counsel with the stars 
     Whose broken branches show the scars 
Of many winds and much of strife. 
     This is the common law of life. 
 

by Douglas Malloch (1877-1938) 
 

The message of this poem is that people, like 
trees, grow and reach their true potential by 
overcoming adversity. 


